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it seems more probable that "Grube" is merely a perversion of "Jo. rutte".
The other letter which Purchas had in his possession was addressed to Cardinal Wolsey from the same place, St John's, but dated August 10. It was written in Latin and signed "Albertus de Prato". Purchas, who lacked the historical acumen of Hakluyt, printed in full the elaborate address and subscription and omitted the body of the letter, because its substance, he says, was the same as in Rut's. Hakluyt would certainly have reversed the procedure and printed the informative portion whilst omitting the merely diplomatic framework. This Albertus de Prato was very likely the canon of St Paul's referred to in Frobisher's tale, and may be the Piedmontese pilot whom we shall find mentioned in a Spanish document to be considered below. The fact that these letters were in the hands of Purchas in 1625 raises an interesting question. One, and probably both,, had belonged to Cardinal Wolsey. In the course of his career the Cardinal must have accumulated a large collection of state papers, but no one seems to know what became of them at his death. There is no Wolsey collection comparable to the Cecil papers at Hatfield House and in the Lansdowne MSS. If such a deposit existed we should probably know a good deal more about the relations of Sebastian Cabot with the English government.
The above represents the story of the 1527 voyage as it was known in England at the time and for a century afterwards. It may be possible to elucidate some obscure points. The fact that the destination was Asia is only slightly indicated by Rut's phrasing, but will be placed beyond doubt by the Spanish evidence yet to be dealt with. The course followed from England took the expedition into the seas between Greenland and Labrador. Rut attained his maximum latitude on July 3 before sighting any land. It might be argued that he was making northwards, to the east of Greenland, but this is negatived by the fact that the appointed rendezvous in case of separation was in Newfoundland. If he had been going east of Greenland the rendezvous would certainly have been fixed upon the well-known Iceland coast. There is therefore little doubt that Rut was steering towards the entrance of Davis Strait. The passage from Plymouth to this north-western point in twenty-three days was remarkably quick but not quite unprecedented. As Purchas prints the letter it gives the highest north as 53 degrees. I suppose we must accept it, but Purchas was notoriously careless and the writing was bad. It is to be noted that after turning back, the Mary of Gilford took four days (or more) to make one degree of latitude southwards. If we identify Cape de Bas with St